
Gecko Mating Problem
My male reptile attempted to mate with my female for the first time. What happened next was that his testicle seems
to have popped out.

By Douglas Mader, M.A., DVM, DABVP

My male leopard gecko attempted to mate with my female for the first time. What happened next was that his testicle seems
to have popped out. At first, I thought it was the penis. But, after 10 minutes, it didn't go away, and he started biting at it, so I
figured something was wrong. 

Will you please tell me what to do? Also, what should I do to prevent infection? There are no vets who know how to treat
reptiles in my area. However, if I needed to, I would definitely take my gecko to a knowledgeable herp vet outside the area.
Is there something safe enough I could do for him on my own? 
-Jeremy Maksimovic, Maryland

I am glad that you got your geckos to mate. Sounds like they had a wild time, especially if one of the male's testicles fell out
in the process.

Actually, I seriously doubt that one of the testicles fell out. There is no way that could happen (unless you believe what you
read on the Internet). If it did, your leopard gecko most likely would have died.

Lizards and snakes have two copulatory organs, called hemipenes ("hemipenis" is the singular term, not "hemipene" as is
commonly written). The turtle only has a single organ, called a penis (as it is called in mammals). The organs reside inside
the cloaca, tucked into the tail in snakes and lizards, and in the cloaca, but forward within the base of the tail, in turtles. In
turtles the single organ is everted, and in snakes and lizards only one of the two organs are extruded during mating.

The hemipenis or penis will usually only come out during mating behaviors. However, young males will occasionally
protrude their penis for no apparent reason. Infection, parasites, injury, constipation and other medical reasons may also
cause a hemipenis or penis to protrude.

In the case of your leopard gecko, it is obvious that the prolapse was a result of the mating. The organ may have been
injured during the event, and, as a consequence, was not able to return to its natural position.

Most of the time the problem can be identified and treated. The hemipenis or penis can be returned to the tail base and
there are usually no serious consequences. In some cases, a temporary surgery, called a purse-string suture, may be
necessary to ensure that the organ stays where it belongs and has ample time to heal.

In cases of severe injury the hemipenis or penis may need to be amputated. The penis of a reptile is only a reproductive
organ, not a urinary organ. So, there is no risk or problem with urination.

If you see this happen again, the most important thing to do is keep the prolapsed organ protected. Cover the cloacal region
with a moistened, soft bandage. If you have an antibiotic cream, such as neomycin, you can gently cover the prolapsed
tissue.

The prolapse needs to be replaced as soon as possible. If you are not comfortable doing this yourself, then take the animal
to a veterinarian (preferably a herp veterinarian) immediately. At the bottom of this column there is a referral to the Web site
for the Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians (www.ARAV.com). Once on the site, you can locate a herp vet
in your area.

One very important note before closing: There are other organs and structures that can prolapse out of a cloaca. You must
be able to identify the tissue that is hanging out - and damaged or injured tissue can be difficult to identify. If you have any
questions or doubts, don't try to treat this on your own, take the animal to the veterinarian.
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