
The Pelagic Gecko
The pelagic gecko is actually a species complex comprised of four karyotypic morphs and both unisexual and
bisexual populations.
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Distribution: Queensland (Australia), New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Mariana Islands, Vanuatu, New Caledonia, Fiji and
Western Samoa.

Habitat: Coconut plantations, gardens and forest edges.

Diet: Insects.

Max.length: 60mm SVL (120mm TL).

Reproductive strategy: Oviparous with clutches of 2 eggs.

The pelagic gecko is actually a species complex comprised of four karyotypic morphs and both unisexual and bisexual
populations. However, pelagic geckos from different populations are morphologically indistinguishable and the splitting of
the species has not been widely accepted beyond the recognition of a bisexual species, N.multicarinatus, from southern
Solomons and Vanuatu.

Pelagic geckos do not possess the dilated digits generally associated with geckos because they are primarily terrestrial and
secretive by nature. They are undoubtedly the more commonly encountered lizards in coconut husk piles or under
forest-floor debris.
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